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It is important to us,
that our products-
are made from
healthy materials

SUSTAINABILITY

At Kurage, we want to run a responsible business. It is important to us, that our products are made

from healthy materials, and that workers throughout our supply chain have good and fair working
conditions. All our suppliers are handpicked and carefully examined to make sure, that they live up
to our requirements. We also strive to reduce our environmental impact and our climate emissions

through certified and documented initiatives.

In this brochure, you can learn how we at Kurage work to live up to our environmental and social

responsibilities.




Kurage wishes

to use mainly
recycled materials
for our products

RECYCLED MATERIALS

Materials matter. We cannot solve the climate crisis by recycling alone, but it is a step in the right
direction. Recycling can be a complex process. Some materials, like metals, are fairly easy to
recycle, because there are established and well-functioning systems for it, and because metals
maintain most of their original properties during recycling. This means that there is minimal need

for adding virgin material to the recycling process.

Other materials, like plastics and textiles are harder to recycle. Plastic comes in many different
types, often mixed with other plastics and other materials like glass fibres and biomaterials,
making the sorting process complicated and energy consuming. Also, there aren’t enough plastic

recycling facilities to manage the amount of plastic waste generated globally.

Textiles also come in endless different blends and are made from many different types of fibres.
Natural fibres like wool, cotton, hemp, and linen can only be recycled a limited number of times
because the fibres are shortened each time, making it harder to create durable yarn from them.

Therefore, increasingly more virgin material is needed to maintain the quality of the finished textile.

Another aspect of materials is that we don’t have endless resources in the world, and our gener-
ation already uses resources that belong to future generations. Therefore, Kurage wishes to use

mainly recycled materials for our products.
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CERTIFICATIONS

At Kurage, we want to ensure and document our care for the people and envi-
ronments affected by the production of our goods. That is why we work with two
internationally recognised certification standards; Oeko-tex Standard and Global
Recycle Standard (GRS).

OEKO-TEX STANDARD 100

21 out of 23 different Kurage textiles are certified according to Oeko-tex Standard
100, class IlI. This certification guarantees that our products are free from harmful
substances and thus harmless to human health.

Every piece of textile has been tested against a list of over 1,000 harmful sub-
stances, using globally standardised test criteria.

The more intensive the skin contact, the stricter the human ecology requirements
and laboratory tests. Our products live up to class Il, which means that they adhere
to the standards of clothing which are higher than those of furniture.

Limit values for harmful substances are reviewed at least once a year, according to
Oeko-tex.

Learn more: https://www.oeko-tex.com/en/

GLOBAL RECYCLED
STANDARD (GRS)

All of Kurage’s products containing recycled material are certified according to
GRS. The Global Recycle standard is the primary international voluntary standard

for tracking and certifying recycled input. In short, the goal is to increase the use

of recycled materials, and the certification requires a minimum of 50% recycled
content. Futhermore, GRS also ensures that certified companies live up to a range

of environmental and social criteria through third party validations.

For example, certified companies must adhere to specific criteria on areas such
as child labour, forced labour, discrimination, safe working conditions, and fair pay-
ment similar to those of ILO (International Labour Organization) and UN’s human

rights policies.

The environmental requirements of GRS certification are also inspired by interna-

tional standards and include:

« Environmental management: certified companies must have systems for waste,
water consumption, energy usage and climate emissions

« Chemical management: certified companies must adhere to EU REACH legis-
lation on hazardous chemicals

» There are requirements regarding safe management, reduction, and documen-
tation of production waste

« Compliance to local legislation on reduction of pollution

The above requirements apply to companies and subcontractors in more than 50
countries, including business areas such as cleaning, spinning, weaving, sewing
etc. All our suppliers and sub-suppliers of recycled textiles and textiles containing

recycled materials are GRS certified.

Learn more about GRS HERE:
https://textileexchange.org/recycled-claim-global-recycled-standard/
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SOURCING

Kurage works with a few carefully selected suppliers, all based in Europe. We have chosen these,
because they use certified recycled materials and because they primarily source these from

same-country sub-suppliers.

For example, our Italian produced textile named Dotty is made from 50% recycled wool coming
from used clothing collected in Italy, sorted in Italy, and recycled in Italy. This approach ensures
that recycling materials are not transported around the globe, emitting unnecessary amounts of

greenhouse gasses.

There is an exception to our sourcing-in-the-same-country approach though. 21% percent of our
polyester textiles are made from a material with the brand name Trevira CS ECO. The post-con-
sumer plastic bottles that are recycled to make this yarn are collected in Thailand and subse-

quently delivered to our suppliers in Europe.

We use both pre-consumer and post-consumer waste but always material, that would otherwise

have been discarded.



ASPIRATIONS
FOR THE FUTURE

Sustainability is an ongoing journey, and we still have a long way ahead of us. We are continually

strengthening our focus on still more areas of sustainability in order to reduce our negative impact

on our planet.
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